last two-and-a-half years of his life. 2 The firebrand Bengali politician and former President of the Indian Congress (1938-39) had been identified as the only credible leader to resuscitate the fledgling Indian National Army (INA) composed of former Indian prisoners of war from the defeated British forces in Singapore and the Indian Independence League (IIL) . 3 From at least late May 1942, Bose had sought out ways to leave Berlin for Asia because he realized that his best chances to end the British Raj -following Germany's defeat at Stalingrad on 2 February and the successful Japanese onslaught on South East Asia, including the surrender of Singapore on 15 February 1942 -now lay in South East and East Asia rather than in Germany. 4 In contrast to Germany, where he had managed to raise a 4,000-strong Indian Legion largely recruited from Indian soldiers captured in North Africa, he would be much closer to India if based in Singapore or even Rangoon. 5 Closer proximity aside, he could expect to resuscitate the INA and the IIL by mobilizing the Indian communities in South East Asia for the liberation of India. 6 Bose's ambitious blueprint for 'total mobilization' therefore also included the creation of an all-female regiment, the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, which was in line with his earlier activism and politics. This paper will take the reader through the early months of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, from its blueprint to the early stages of its conception, including a 20-woman-strong guard of honour in Singapore on 12 July 1943, Bose's appointment one day later of Dr Lakshmi Swaminadhan to develop this nucleus into a proper regiment, and the initial growth of this rump unit to almost 100 women by the end of August. 7 The article also discusses Bose's rallies in Malaya that brought in 2 The voyage, which began on 9 February and ended on 6 May 1943, with a change from a German to a Japanese submarine some 'four hundred nautical miles off the coast of Madagascar additional commitments to join the regiment, including first-person accounts by two future 'Ranis'. The paper argues that Dr Lakshmi's tour of the Malayan mainland in September 1943 was crucial in convincing the many female volunteers, but also their parents if they were teenagers, that the regiment was for real. As the Indian National Army and its Rani of Jhansi Regiment left barely any significant shred of a paper trail, 8 I will draw on autobiographies, interviews and secondary literature to provide the first article-length account of the recruitment and constitution of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment. In particular, I refer to the autobiography of Dr Lakshmi Sahgal (née Swaminadhan) because her uncontested leadership position right from the start provided her with a unique overview of the regiment's constitution. 9 To a lesser extent, I draw also on the autobiographical chapter of one of her recruits, Rasammah Bhupalan (née Navarednam), and the recollections of Janaki Athi Nahappan (née Davar).
10
Subhas Chandra Bose's conception of the regiment and identification of a suitable role model From the start of his active political career in the 1920s, Bose appealed to women to make it their duty to look after the nation and not just their families, and he also encouraged them to 'boycott foreign cloths, carry on propaganda among women and organise "women's societies"'. 11 In 1928, he organized a 300-strong women's section of the Bengali Volunteers who would parade in the streets of Calcutta on the occasion of the Indian Congress's gathering in the city. 12 This was an early prototype of the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, as evident in the section leader being referred to as 'Colonel Latika', even though the female volunteers marched unarmed See the excellent discussion of the 'beggarly' state of sources in Fay, supra note 3, at pp 553-563. 9 Sahgal, supra note 7. Ritu Menon's preface suggests that the autobiography was 'originally written in the late 1960s' (p vi) at the request of 'Comrade E.M.S. Namboodiripad' (p vii), with translations into Malayalam and Hindi. As Peter Ward Fay had started interviewing Dr Lakshmi Sahgal and her husband, Prem Kumar Sahgal (1917-92), who had served as Bose's military secretary in the mid-1960s, it is quite conceivable that his interviews and follow-up questions are also related to this first manuscript; see Fay, supra note 3, at pp viii-ix, 559-560. In fact, Fay (p 526) refers to an undated, privately printed 'little book', given to him by Dr Sahgal's younger sister, Mrinalini, but he fails to mention when he received it. and dressed in saris. 13 The women volunteers also served as a nucleus for a 'loose network' of young Bengali women revolutionaries, to the extent that Bose was, according to Geraldine Forbes, 'considered by many [of them] as Bengal's champion of women's rights'.
14 In contrast to the female section of the Bengali Volunteers, Bose chose to give the regiment a suitable name that would allow for easy identification while also not being too controversial or radical. Lakshmibai, the Rani (Queen) of the princely state of Jhansi (c 1828-58), fitted his needs. 15 She had led her subjects against the British during the 1857-58 Indian Rebellion (or Indian Mutiny) and, following her death in battle, had become the folk heroine of what not only Bose would later refer to as the First Indian War of Independence. Her fate, as the widowed and childless caretaker of her late husband's interests and his adopted son, symbolized to many Indians the injustice of 'company rule', as the Governor-General used circumstances such as hers in order to swallow additional territories by means of the doctrine of lapse. The Rani had first defended her traditional rights by means of law and diplomacy, but the onset and then the spread of the Indian Mutiny to her territory created a situation in which it was difficult not to take sides. After insurgents massacred company officials and their families, whose evacuation from Jhansi they had asked her to protect, she was accused of siding with the rebels. Having shown an inclination for the martial arts from a young age, Rani Lakshmibai organized a last stand against the British at Gwalior, personally led her military force into battle, and on 17 June 1858 died on the battlefield. Rani Lakshmibai's exploits were immortalized in poems, literature and the visual arts. She also cut a martial figure in representations showing her on horseback, sword and shield in hand, riding into battle. Other representations showed the horse-riding Rani with her adopted son bundled on her back, and thus even further stressed her femininity and nurturing side. Moreover, her anticolonialism could easily be given a subcontinental, nationalistic meaning that would appeal to twentieth century audiences. Hers was a good story to tell and had the potential to appeal not only to women, but also to men, not least because Lakshmibai also upheld the rights of her late husband and their adopted son. Importantly, the Rani was from the subcontinent's heartlands, and Bose was always watchful about not being seen as partial to any one region, in particular to his native Bengal. The Rani also created a link between the First Indian War of Independence and the Second War of Indian Independence that Bose was waging. Finally, the youth of the Rani was palpable, which most certainly must have appealed to the many young girls and women whom he sought to attract.
On the third day after his arrival in Singapore, Bose addressed the remaining 12,000 soldiers of the first INA at the Singapore Padang, the green playing field located between City Hall and the then nearby sea, in the late morning of Monday 5 July 1943. 16 Civilians attended too, including Dr Lakshmi Swaminadhan, a 28- On Friday 9 July, at a mass rally that brought together 60,000 civilians, 24 Bose again stressed the importance of having male and female civilians joining the INA. If the INA remained made up of jawans and officers, then it would be easy for the British to depict this 'token force of ex-Indian army personnel' as Japanese 'stooges'. 25 'Therefore,' in the words of Lakshmi, 'if it was to be a true Indian National Army, every physically fit Indian should enlist. Above all, the Rani of Jhansi Regiment must be raised to dispel all talk of the INA being a puppet army. He stressed the need for this over and over again.'
26

Creating the nucleus of the regiment: Bose and Lakshmi as proselytizers
Bose would find his twentieth century reincarnation of Rani Lakshmibai in a 28-year-old doctor, Lakshmi Swaminadhan (1914 Swaminadhan ( -2012 . Born in Madras (today's Chennai, Tamil Nadu) on 24 October 1914 into an unconventional family, including an independent-minded and politically active mother, very much open to Western ideas but also critical of British imperialism, 27 Lakshmi arrived in Singapore in 17 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 53. This section follows Lakshmi's narrative of events and her recollection of Bose's address. 18 Sahgal, supra note 7, at pp 53 ff. 19 Ibid, p 54. 20 Ibid, p 54. 21 Ibid, p 54. 22 Ibid, p 54. 23 Ibid, p 54. NB the Rani had fought against the British in 1858.
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Bose, supra note 2, at p 245.
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Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 55. 26 Ibid, p 55.
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For this paragraph, see Sahgal, supra note 7, at pp 1-9 (chapter 1, entitled 'Childhood and student days') and pp 11-28 (chapter 2, 'In Singapore'). See also Fay, supra note 3, at pp 33-49 ('Lakshmi's youth'), notably for 'K', p 43, and also pp 201, 218.
the middle of 1940 and was one of the few Indian-born women of the regiment. Her political engagement in the Singapore branch of the Indian Independence League, her privileged background that included playing sports and driving cars, her position as a gynaecologist and obstetrician whose client base included Indian migrants in Singapore, her knowledge of Tamil and Malayalam, and her tending to prisoners of war following the British debacle, made her a natural choice for a leadership position, even if this meant breaking off her relationship with her doctor friend, 'K', whom she had followed to Singapore. Bose made her the commander of the Regiment and a few months later, on 21 October 1943, appointed her as the Minister in Charge of the Women's Organisation of the Provisional Government of Azad Hind (Free India). Lakshmi had been part of the reception committee that awaited Bose's arrival in Singapore at Paya Lebar airport on Saturday 3 July. 28 As a 14-year-old girl, she had first seen 'the rebel and enfant terrible of the Congress' when she 'had gone to watch the Congress volunteers doing their parade under him', but this time Bose was in command for real. 29 Having attended the 4 July ceremony in the Cathay building, where Bose formally took over from veteran revolutionary and Indian Independence League Leader Rash Behari Bose (no relation), Lakshmi also closely followed Bose's other public appearances. In particular, his Friday 9 July address, in which he had repeatedly stressed the need to form the Rani of Jhansi Regiment, had left her unsettled:
'I spent a sleepless night after this rally as I kept thinking of a women's regiment, wondering if it could ever be done. So far I had found little enthusiasm among Indian women for the Independence movement. Women of the middle and lower classes were mostly conservative, almost feudal in their outlook. But I was not the only one who had spent a sleepless night over this problem.' 31 Together they hatched a plan as to how to make the regiment come alive: Dr Lakshmi was to mobilize women for the IIL's women's rally to be held two days later, on Monday 12 July, with '[t]he highlight [being] a women's guard of honour that would present arms to Netaji'. 32 Finding enough volunteers was not easy, but '[b]y searching the length and breadth of Singapore we managed to collect 20 women willing to be trained to present arms'. 33 28 Sahgal, supra note 7, at pp 47 ff. 29 Ibid, pp 48 ff. It is interesting that she does not mention the female section of the Bengali Volunteers. 30 Ibid, p 55. 31 Ibid, p 55 for 'Early next morning'; for Yellappa's background, see Fay, supra note 3, at p 201; for 'Attavar', see Sengupta, supra note 11, at p 204. 32 Sahgal, supra note 7, at pp 55 ff. 'Netaji', a compound made of the noun neta [leader] and the honorific suffix ji, is the rough equivalent of the German Führer or the Italian Duce, but the suffix gives it a more endearing twist. Bose, supra note 2, at p 209, states that it was his paternal grand-uncle's followers in wartime Germany who had come up with this honorific title, which 'is a very Indian form of expressing affection mingled with honour'. The glossary in Fay, supra note 3, at p 550, translates netaji as 'beloved and respected leader'. Unlike Hitler or Mussolini, Bose stood for liberation from imperial rule and also made it very clear what he thought of Hitler's racial policies. 33 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 56. The 'we' refers to Mrs Chidambaram, the chairwoman of the IIL's women's section; see Fay, supra note 3, at p 216.
In the afternoon of the same day, the 20 women, still dressed in saris, assembled for three hours to 'be drilled into how to present arms with the heavy .303 [Enfield] rifles the INA had'. 34 Instructed 'by two experienced NCOs', the volunteers first learned about the different parts of the rifles and then underwent rigorous drilling on 'how to present arms'. 35 A further three hours of rigorous drilling took place 'the next morning till our arms ached as never before'. 36 'Nevertheless we were able to click our rifles smartly and present arms when Netaji arrived.' 37 The women's guard 'came as a complete and pleasant surprise' to Bose because '[t]his part of the programme had been kept secret from him'. 38 As in the previous rallies, he stressed 'how he was only continuing with the Indian tradition of women fighting shoulder to shoulder with men in the independence struggle'. 40 The next day, Tuesday 13, IIL branch chairman 'Yellapa came over and said that Netaji wanted to meet me and discuss details regarding the Rani of Jhansi Regiment'. 41 Lakshmi 'was thrilled at the honour but also slightly apprehensive because I knew that I would now have to make a complete break with my old life,' because it would most likely mean breaking up with 'K', with whom she operated the clinic in Geylang and a more recently opened one in the centre, 'and embrace [a life] of adventure and danger'.
42 'However,' she 'had been waiting for just such an involvement so I brushed aside all my fears'. 43 In the evening, Lakshmi went to Bose's official residence in Meyer Road, a massive two-storey beach-front building on Singapore's east coast, for an informal interview 'that went on for three hours'. 44 Bose said that 'he had great faith in women and felt that, given the opportunity, there was nothing they were not capable of doing'. 45 Indeed, 'men and women were two equal halves of a whole'.
46
Therefore '[h]e believed that in the fight for independence women should not remain spectators,' and instead they 'should play a positive role'. 47 The benefits 34 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 56. For the Enfields, see Lebra, supra note 7, at p 72. The location of the drilling is not indicated.
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Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 56. 36 Ibid, p 56. 37 Ibid, p 56. The guard of honour appears to have been staged in the Bras Basah Road area, with the women looking towards Stamford Road, Bras Basah Road behind their backs, with Waterloo Street (which at the time extended to Stamford Road) to their left, and the old Indian prison building at the corner of Bencoolen Street/Bras Basah Road slightly behind to their right. See first photo in Lebra, supra note 7, in between pp xvi and 1. 38 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 56. 39 Ibid, p 56. 40 Ibid, p 57. It is interesting that Lakshmi's memoirs do not mention any of the Singapore recruits by name. This is in contrast to some of her top recruits from Malaya and Burma. 41 Ibid, p 57. According to Fay, supra note 3, at p 217, it was John [Aloysius] Thivy who was sent by Bose to ask whether she was willing to lead the regiment, whereas Thivy and Yellappa had suggested her to him. Thivy was a London-trained lawyer, well acquainted with Lakshmi's family in Madras, and practising in Ipoh at the time of the Japanese onslaught on Malaya.
42
Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 57. For information on clinics and 'K', see Fay, supra note 3, at pp 201, 218.
43
Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 57. 44 Ibid, pp 57 ff. Due to land reclamations, today's Meyer Road is located a little more than half a mile from the East Coast. The bungalow has since given way to a condominium, the Atria at Meyer Road. For the latter, see Sengupta, supra note 11, photos between pp 134 and 135. For a description of the 'handsome building', see Fay, supra note 3, at p 217. 45 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 57. 46 Ibid, p 57.
Ibid, p 57.
for women in playing such a role were twofold, as Bose linked the liberation of India with the 'end [of] our own oppression and subjugation by men'. 48 This was because '[w]e would be in a position to demand and obtain equal rights and no longer be the exploited sex ' . 49 Bose appears to have done most of the talking, also warning Dr Lakshmi 'of the dangers ahead,' and eventually 'asked me if I would be prepared to take up the command of the Rani Jhansi [sic] Regiment,' upon which '[I] gave him my unconditional support'. 50 The interview concluded with Bose 'telling me that I should start my duties the next day'.
51 'I would be given an office at headquarters and from there I should start planning the raising of the Rani Jhansi Regiment.'
52 Thus began the multiplication of the Ranis. The 'instructors were specially selected by Netaji who impressed upon them the need for enforcing military discipline without the help of barrack-room language or corporal punishment'. 60 They lived up to Bose's high expectations and made the volunteers feel welcome by accepting them as 'a part of the Indian National Army'; they were also the ones who started referring to the women as the 'Ranis'. 61 48 Ibid, p 57. 49 Ibid, p 57. 50 Ibid, pp 57 ff. 51 Ibid, p 58. 52 Ibid, p 58. 53 Ibid, p 58. 54 Ibid, p 58. 55 Ibid, p 58. 56 Ibid, p 58. 57 Ibid, p 58.
Multiplying the Ranis
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A 'maidan' (from Urdu) is a multipurpose open field that can be used for meetings, sports, as a parade ground, marketplace or esplanade. 59 Sahgal, supra note 7, at pp 58 ff; 'for a few hours…'; Fay, supra note 3, at p 218. Fay also suggests that training did not begin until Monday 19 July, by which time the number of volunteers had already increased to 50. The IIL headquarters were at Chancery Lane; see Sengupta, supra note 11, photo between pp 134 and 135. 60 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 58. 61 Ibid, pp 58 ff. It is not clear from the sources whether this initial group of 'part-time' Ranis received the same 'basic training' as the 'full-time' Ranis who lived in the Rani of Jhansi Camp that was opened in late October. Likewise, it is unclear whether the part-time Ranis, who were living at home, later moved into the camp.
Throughout the rest of 'July and August,' Lakshmi's 'time was taken up with military training and organising the women's section at headquarters,' while the initial number of 15 Ranis 'had grown to nearly a hundred and there were many more applications from girls on the [Malayan] mainland'. 62 The increasing number of Ranis and the prospect of getting even more from Malaya necessitated finding 'adequate grounds to house the regiment,' but in the absence of Bose, the Japanese 'were most un-cooperative almost to the extent of obstructing my work'. 63 Indeed, Bose had gone on a fund-raising tour, for he needed the financial, political and manpower support of the Indian communities in South East and East Asia in order to make the INA less dependent on the Japanese and also to show that the Provisional Government of India, which he was working towards, had a popular base. 64 In fact, the incoming applications to join the Rani of Jhansi Regiment were at least partially due to Bose's touring of the region. Broadcasts, newspapers and the local branches of the Indian Independence League announced his arrival and created a sense of expectation, while the rallies and his speeches left such a strong impression that people would volunteer themselves or their possessions for the liberation of India. In Kuala Lumpur, 17-year-old Janaki Davar, whose father had become a successful dairy farm owner since migrating from southern India inpart-time, Bose's touring of the mainland had roused in many more girls and women a desire to step forward in order to participate in the liberation of India, even though most of them had never set foot on Indian soil. Yet again, it was Lakshmi's tour of the mainland in September that proved crucial in this because it convinced anxious parents to sign the parental consent form and convinced others that the Rani of Jhansi Regiment was set on fulfilling its aims. This marked a radical departure from the past when Indian migrant fathers and husbands had called for the womenfolk to follow them to their overseas places of work, whereas now it was girls and women asking for permission to leave their families for the sake of a larger cause.
The Ranis that Bose and Captain Lakshmi, who was walking to his right, were inspecting that evening also matched his ideals of a more egalitarian and noncommunal India: one where merit rather than ethnicity, religion, class, caste, language or gender were key and in which communal differences could be overcome by training, eating and living together. The momentum had to be sustained by providing full-time training, as Bose must have been aware that the tides of war were tilting against his ambitious plan to invade India. On 30 March 1944, Dr Lakshmi's 'proudest day', 95 the regiment's first passing-out parade celebrated the first batch of officers in Singapore. The first Ranis from the Singapore camp, including Janaki and Papathi Davar from Kuala Lumpur and Rasammah and Ponnammah Navarednam from Ipoh, were soon on their way to Burma via the infamous Death Railway. 95 Sahgal, supra note 7, at p 77.
